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Play vs. video gaming



We have a beautiful, natural 
environment in our place, 
and we wanted to connect 
our students to place



What is learning?  What 
should learning experiences 
look like?



Trust…



Considering:  Under 
what circumstances 
does learning happen?

• Allowing learning to be fun, to be natural, to 
be part of conversation and dialogue, to be 
purposeful while applying skills and strategies 
and to be led by the students.



We didn’t not teach…we just taught 
in a different way…we moved from 
being teachers to being educators.

• We assessed regularly, and our 
students grew – emotionally, 
academically, in confidence –
believing in themselves as learners.

• One of our big Aha’s was –
transitioning between play, playful 
learning and producing relevant 
evidence connected to curriculum 
outcomes was seamless.  Students 
were ready to learn.



Knowledge holders 
shifted…and students wrote 
contracts that  ensured they 
gave support and respect to 
students leading the 
learning


