


What is the CPSN? 

The Canadian Playful Schools Network (CPSN) 

is headed by a team of researchers at the 

University of Ottawa (Andy Hargreaves).  The 

research team is dedicated to connecting and 

supporting schools and educators across 

Canada that have designed innovative 

programs and activities to encourage student 

learning through play in the middle years.



Why did we think we were a good fit for 
the “Learning Through Play Project”?

Canadian Playful Schools Video.mov

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ugW27Qa7q7Zr9ZYG_9JJ1aq_X4qdUkwN/view


School Team
1. Terri-Lynn Lepage, Grade 3
2. Lynsie Royer, Grade 3 / 4
3. Ginny Long,  Grade 4
4. Stephanie Toffoli, Grade 4 / 5
5. Louis Mailloux, Grade 5
6. Dina  Bowles, Indigenous Support Worker
7. Raymond Trudeau, Anishinaabe Nini
8. Dawn Wemigwans, Principal
9. Christina Raso, Experiential Learning Consultant



CPSN Profile Video

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1hOsQLD5OG5Raymj5I3v5MDrEWv9LK-Z2/view


Magic Show!
Attention everyone! We had the pleasure of having our resident magician Mr. Lacourciere provide 

a magic show for our students and it was truly AMAZING!! The performance captivated everyone 

and left us all in awe. Thank you to our talented magician for making our day magical!"



Physical Literacy
Learning about “physical literacy” with Ms. Moss. The grade 3 and 3/4 students had an amazing day (and so 

did the teachers)! A highlight for the students was using their improved throwing skills to try and hit their 

teachers - haha. It was a great day of new learning — thank you Ms. Moss.



A Day at Kivi Park!
What a beautiful day for St. David School grade 5 and 6 students at Kivi Park.  Thank you Sudbury for 

providing our community with such amazing spaces for learning outdoors.



Egg Drop Competition
A HUGE thank you is extended to the St. David School CPSN teaching team for their positive push, 

encouragement and invitation to all classes to participate in the EGG DROP COMPETITION.  What a 

great afternoon (loaded with fun - based in play, and totally educational).  Tomorrow all winners will be 

awarded.  Congratulations to all participants - your creative, resilient, problem solving energy was clearly 

visible today.



Power of a Circle
Miigwech Ms. Migwans for sharing the teachings of the circle with the students at St. David School.  

Today the students proudly used their talking sticks as they learned about respectful relationships and 

the importance of equality when in a circle.



Importance of Smudging
Miigwech Ms. Migwans for sharing the teachings of the circle with the students at St. David School.  

Today the students proudly used their talking sticks as they learned about respectful relationships and 

the importance of equality when in a circle



Jiimaan-Boat Races #1
What a great day for a jiimaan (boat) race!  The St. David School Anishinaabemowin students crafted their 

own jiimaanan and today tested their seaworthiness.  It was a great day of experiential, trial and error learning 

(and it was FUN)



Jiimaan-Boat Races #2
Congratulations to all participants in this year’s boat races.  It was definitely fun and educational 

designing, creating and building the boats (out of all natural resources students harvested from the 

forest), but it was more fun racing the boats.  Congratulations to the winners of the race, Trysten, Harley 

and Kaydon!  What an awesome day incorporating “play” in STEM learning



Moose Hide Campaign
Thank you to all St. David School students, staff and family members who actively participated in Moose Hide Campaign 

Day.  Moose Hide Day is a grass roots movement that promotes ending violence against women and children.  The grade 

5 class first learned the importance of kindness as an overall life message, then took their learning to the land and 

cleaned the trail system by collecting and disposing of any garbage in the forest.  Thank you grade 5’s. You were 

excellent role models to the younger students at St. David School



Sudbury Star-Media Coverage



Learning on the Land
It’s amazing when students have the privilege and the flexibility to enjoy their school day both in the 

classroom and on the land.  Even when they learn in the classroom they can bring the land in with them



Junior Grades Math Challenge

… (and it was very challenging)!  The grade 4 and 4/5 classes participated in a Breakout Box Ma th 

Challenge called “Pirates Lost Treasure”.  This challenge included five different locks, black lights, a hidden 

key, a stop and think component and multiple word problems.  Students were able to demonstrate their 

multiplication and division skills as well as their ability to work collaboratively on a common goal



STEM and Trades
Finally, the sun has reappeared and St. David School students are once again on the land learning about 

teamwork, problem organization and good citizenship all through hands-on STEM and TRADES-based 

activities (and lots of PLAY).  The students were tasked with creating a bridge (corduroy road) over a creek 

running through the trail system.  Well done Dragons!



Traditional Tobacco
The grade 4/5 class was introduced to traditional tobacco (semaa) and were taught about its original 

purpose.  Once they finished the in-class lesson they ventured outside to the school brook to give thanks 

and say a prayer for the water (with an offering of traditional tobacco). It was a great day of new learning!



Science North Fun!

What a fantastic day of new learning at Science North! Today we learned about the lives of the Tyrannosaurus 

Rex, Diplodocus, and many more of history’s largest creatures.  It was awesome -- thank you Science North



Skiing
Spring may be in the air, but the grade 3 and 6 classes are still enjoying the winter weather.  Today was a full 

day of cross country skiing  at the Walden Cross Country Ski Club.  Many thanks to the volunteers at the ski club 

who patiently supported our novice skiers and a huge congratulations to today’s skiers for showing such 

determination and perseverance.
Creativity, critical thinking, communication and collaboration were all tested today in a “Student STEM Challenge”.  The grade 4 and 5 

students showed off their knowledge and expertise as they worked together in small groups to design and build a pulley system. Each 

group was given: 2 paper towel rolls, 2 toilet paper rolls, 2 pulleys, 2 pencils and tape. Students had to construct a pulley system to help 

lift a variety of items.  Awesome student learning, leadership and teamwork was noted by staff as the students persevered through their 

task



STEM Challenge
Creativity, critical thinking, communication and collaboration were all tested today in a “Student STEM 

Challenge”.  The grade 4 and 5 students showed off their knowledge and expertise as they worked together in 

small groups to design and build a pulley system. Each group was given: 2 paper towel rolls, 2 toilet paper rolls, 

2 pulleys, 2 pencils and tape. Students had to construct a pulley system to help lift a variety of items.  Awesome 

student learning, leadership and teamwork was noted by staff as the students persevered through their task



Pow Pow
Chi miigwech Cambrian College for the opportunity to participate in your annual pow wow.  Our students had a 

terrific day.  Miigwech to the dancers, drummers, organizers and helpers for your dedication to the celebration of 

culture and identity.  You are wonderful role models for our youth.  A special miigwech to the Sackaney family for 

being great teachers to the students at St. David School at the pow wow



Ice Fishing
Great memories Ice Fishing!



Shoe Box Race Car Fun!
What a wonderful first day back to school after the March Break.  Today St. David Catholic School was gifted 

with a generous donation from the Church of Christ the King Men’s Club.  The men have donated funding to 

support school transportation to Christ the King Church for masses as well as a very exciting “go cart” (which 

the students love).  Thank you Mario, John and all members of the Men’s Club for your tremendous 

contribution to the school - church community.

https://www.facebook.com/ChristTheKingSudbury?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZX_kO1l_pakR_gdggbiw7v7P40Dx-TLcQxZsFaU5mTYBYUz8RCo74BzuJ0Y94SNzzcyFSrAIXxNEFkiiPSMdx-5Iwojcye8vUzzVhTpgJMBE1an_ZswSLZAyMdqzVR4QiSNgCljK5VMM8e1qb98Ue85NnDgWf6aKMwc69WN-pckcfHJ9FdrFPRDCfJyTskm5Gs&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ChristTheKingSudbury?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZX_kO1l_pakR_gdggbiw7v7P40Dx-TLcQxZsFaU5mTYBYUz8RCo74BzuJ0Y94SNzzcyFSrAIXxNEFkiiPSMdx-5Iwojcye8vUzzVhTpgJMBE1an_ZswSLZAyMdqzVR4QiSNgCljK5VMM8e1qb98Ue85NnDgWf6aKMwc69WN-pckcfHJ9FdrFPRDCfJyTskm5Gs&__tn__=-%5DK-R


Fire-Sahkooden

When children are learning on the land and enjoying the natural world around them, it’s amazing how kind 

and thoughtful they are (not only to their friends and teachers, but also to Mother Earth).  While the students 

enjoyed lunch over a fire they could not have been more polite to each other and gentle in their treatment of 

the land around them.  Way to go Dragons!  You showed true leadership today.



More Ice Fishing

What an absolutely fabulous day of outdoor learning today! Thank you Mr. McLaughlin, Ms. Lepage and Mr. 

Tanti for planning an amazing day for the grade 3 and 6 students ice fishing on McCharles Lake. Your focus 

on winter safety and dedication to experiential learning opportunities was greatly appreciated.  The school 

would also like to thank Ana Kosy for volunteering to spend the day with the students (it takes a community)



Winter Play Day
Thank you Mrs. Gran, Mrs. Turner and Mrs. Frescura (and the grade 6 student leaders) for manning the 

hot chocolate station during the school’s Winter Play Day.  It’s always nice to have a warm treat on cold 

day!



Sliding Joy!

A great big thank you to Miss Amanda for taking the grade 1 class sliding today! Not only did we get a lot 

of exercise but we had so much fun!



Kelso’s Choices Scavenger Hunt
The PLAY Day Kelso’s Choices Scavenger Hunt was an awesome and educational outdoor activity that 

promoted team building problem-solving and critical thinking.  Kelso’s Choices is a conflict management 

system that ties into St. David’s schoolwide efforts to support positive behavior, independence and 

problem-solving.  Kelso is a frog, a frog who helps students with positive choices around small problems. 

Congratulations to all PLAY day teams that were able to complete the scavenger hunt and build Kelso’s 

Wheel.



Winter PLAY Day
St. David School extends an enormous thank you to Mr. Mailloux and his CPSN colleagues for planning the 

school’s “Winter PLAY Day”.  Thank you to all staff for their dedication to student engagement today.  It was 

a wildly fun day filled with hot competition and amazing student teamwork.  Thank you to the Canadian 

Playful Schools Network teachers team for leading staff and students and ensuring the focus was on having 

FUN while learning.



Feast Day
Maamwi wiisniwag Giizhigad (Feast Day) at St. David School.  Chi miigwech Mrs. Bowles and Mrs. 

Fielding for providing this monthly opportunity to the Anishinaabemowin students.  Today the students 

feasted with mnoomni (wild rice), miinan (berries), ziiwaagmide (maple syrup) and zaasgekwaadensan 

(scone bites) with cinnamon.  Aapji go napgwod (Delicious!)  Also, miigwech Bre-Lynn for feasting a spirit 

plate for Shkakamik Kwe (Mother Earth).  We’re so proud of the respect that was shown today by our 

students!



Winter Fun Day
Maamwi wiisniwag Giizhigad (Feast Day) at St. David School.  Chi miigwech Mrs. Bowles and Mrs. 

Fielding for providing this monthly opportunity to the Anishinaabemowin students.  Today the students 

feasted with mnoomni (wild rice), miinan (berries), ziiwaagmide (maple syrup) and zaasgekwaadensan 

(scone bites) with cinnamon.  Aapji go napgwod (Delicious!)  Also, miigwech Bre-Lynn for feasting a spirit 

plate for Shkakamik Kwe (Mother Earth).  We’re so proud of the respect that was shown today by our 

students!



Mooz Jmiiwaa Waawaashkesh 
Bingo!

Ever hear of Porketta BINGO?  Well, the Anishinaabemowin students decided to switch things up a bit.  

They fiercely competed for mooz jmiinwaa waawaashkesh (moose and deer) meat instead.  The students 

yelled “Nbakinaage!” (I win) to have their name put in a draw for traditional foods.  Chi miigwech Mrs. 

Fielding for making learning so much fun!



Bannock Making-Indoors!
Today our students made oven baked bannock with chicken, vegetable and wild rice soup.  They learned how 

wild rice is harvested and that it is a traditional food of Anishinaabe people. The students generously shared 

their soup & bannock with Ms. Royer’s class.  Everyone had full bellies, enjoyed the historical lesson and felt 

great sharing what they had with others!



Bannock Making Outdoors!

Preparing and cooking bannock outside over an open fire, gathering the wood and enjoying the yummy finished 

product.  What a great extension of a experiential math lesson on measurement.  This fun, physical lesson also 

includes critical thinking skills, problem solving techniques and the overall development and appreciation of 

alternative ways of knowledge mobilization.



Cardboard Sleigh Races!
Media Post #1



Cardboard Sleigh Races!
Media Post #2



STEM & Surprises!
Learning outside helps to create enthusiasm for learning and provides our students with physical exercise and 

real world context to new ideas.  It also exposes them to a wide range of potential STEM opportunities and is a 

tonne of fun!  There is also the element of SURPRISE — which is always exciting.  Today our students 

happened upon a winter rabbit while in the bush (and they were so excited to see him).



Gingerbread Houses!

We love all the sticky smiles! Creativity (and love) was at the heart of today’s family Christmas craft.  The 

grade 3/4 class invited their families to help them create gingerbread houses.  All had fun and built very 

sticky structures.  Well done Dragons!  Merry Christmas to all families from the grade 3/4 class!



Gingerbread Houses!

We love all the sticky smiles! Creativity (and love) was at the heart of today’s family Christmas craft.  The 

grade 3/4 class invited their families to help them create gingerbread houses.  All had fun and built very 

sticky structures.  Well done Dragons!



Junk Drawer Races!
Very proud of our students who are building their own self propelled car to enter in the Skills Ontario “Junk 

Drawer Races”.  Participating in this provincial competition supports our students in learning more about the 

opportunities in the skilled trades and technologies.  Keep up the great work Dragons



Investigating, Discovery & 
Playing!

St. David School grade 4 students spent the day  investigating, discovering and PLAYING at Science North.  

This fun new learning leads to “Deeper Learning” and a stronger connection to real world learning.



Our Future Engineers!
Here are our future engineers, architects, analysts, scientists, technologists, steelworkers, construction 

workers, welders, crane operators, planners, developers, and electricians. Through learning collaboration, 

problem solving and perseverance skills they are able to achieve success in the building of their structures.  . 

Thank you Ms. Michel for your creativity!



Science of Fire!
Today our students were fortunate to spend time in our teepee learning about the science of fire.  🔥🪵 .   

They enjoyed the teepee as a teaching / learning space and the challenge of taking theory and putting it into 

successful action.  Way to go Dragons - we are proud of your excitement for new learning (and always using 

safety rules and teamwork in your learning)



Dress for Winter–Dress for Fun!
We remind all families to please ensure their children are dressed for the weather.  The students do go outside 

for teaching / learning opportunities and also for three recess breaks a day.



Daily Outdoor Exploration!
Today was a wonderful day to enjoy the beautiful sunshine (and cool weather).  Exploration, teamwork (and 

fun) we’re today’s objectives.  Way to go grade 4 and 5!



Treaty Recognition Week!
Our students worked with Mr. Trudeau learning more about Treaty Recognition Week and Truth and 

Reconciliation.  Then, with Ms. Michel they consolidated their learning and independently created medicine 

wheels with natural elements found in the forest.  Way to go Dragons!



Pumpkin Drop!
St. David School students took time on Friday to give back to the earth and the animals — while having a little 

fun.  Both pumpkin seeds and pumpkin flesh is good for both animals and birds.  🎃 So the students had the 

opportunity to drop pumpkins off the bridge (cool) and then spread out the broken pieces for the animals and 

birds.  🦅🐿🦝 During this fun experiment, lots of laughter and “wows” could be heard by everyone involved!



St. David Catholic School & CPSN 
Media Release!

We are excited to share the good news that St. David School has been invited to join the Canadian Playful 

Schools Network.  This is an exciting opportunity for both the students and the staff at St. David School!  

Congratulations to everyone!



Students learn about Sacred Food
Today was a great day of learning -- with great teachers, Theodore Flamand and his helper, Steven.  Chi 

miigwech Theodore and Steven for your kindness and generosity in sharing your knowledge with our students 

today.  Today they taught us that mnoomin (wild rice) was a gift from the Creator to the Anishinaabe people 

after a great famine.  St. David Anishinaabemowin students received teachings about this sacred food.  They 

learned that it has a spirit, and how to handle it and harvest it appropriately and respectfully.  It was hands on 

(experiential) learning at its best.  Again, miigwech Theodore and Steven for an amazing day!



Students learn about Medicine 
Wheel

In learning more about relations through Treaties Recognition Week, St. David School engaged with guest 

speaker Ray Trudeau in presentations where the students took an active role in their learning.  Mr. Trudeau led 

the students in conversation surrounding respect, cooperation and trust using the teachings of the Medicine 

Wheel supported by the natural colours found in our outdoor learning environment



Surprise! Pumpkin Time Bomb!

Pumpkin Time Bomb" ⏳ is a great example of "Deep Learning".  This activity goes beyond the classroom, 

merging real life learning with student engagement, active learning!


